230              SANITY IN SEX
In America for many years there had been sporadic attempts to start 'birth control organizations, which, until the successful effort of recent years, had failed, and the question was agitated mainly by a few isolated individuals, among whom one of the most conspicuous has been Dr. William J. Eobinson of New York. Dr. Eobinson, in his periodicals, in pamphlet and book, and on. the lecture platform, has been a persistent and consistent advocate of birth control by contraceptive means, as he has been of rational treatment of other questions pertaining to sex. Moses Harman was another dauntless fighter for birth control in this country, who deserves honourable mention.
The central personality, however, around which the American birth control movement has revolved, since it has shown enough activity to really be called a movement, and which has enabled it to reach its firmly established position during the past few years, is Mrs. Margaret H. Sanger. In the virgin soil which had been broken by the earlier pioneers, Mrs. Sanger, with a small but expanding group of energetic co-workers, planted the seed of ra-